
75%  

MORE THAN HALF OF 
AMERICANS CURRENTLY HAVE  

UNUSED  
PRESCRIPTION  
BOTTLES 
IN THEIR MEDICINE  

CABINET

surveyed believe  
having a safe and  
secure way to dispose of 
unused prescription drugs 
would help combat the  
opioid epidemic

2 019 PR E S C R I P T I O N  D R U G TA K E B AC K  S U R V E Y

surveyed have offered 
unused opioids to family 
and friends

GEN Z  
is most likely to keep leftover 
prescription drugs for future  
use, though nearly as many  
millennials and baby boomers 
admitted to doing the same

ONE IN 

TEN

 
have flushed unused 
prescription drugs 

down the drain

MORE THAN

ONE IN  
FOUR

GENERATION Z

MILLENNIALS

BABY 
 BOOMERS

36%

40%

37%
of Americans say if their 
local pharmacy retailer  
had a free drop-off  
kiosk, they would  
use it to dispose  
of unused  
medications

80% 

72%  

admit that they 
place unused 
prescription drugs 
in the trash 

71%  
surveyed said their pharmacist,  
doctor or prescribing medical 
professional does not inform 
them of drug disposal methods 

NEARLY

1/3

believe that sharing or selling 
unused prescriptions is 
contributing to the growth  
of the opioid epidemic

2%  have more than 10 bottles

47%  have 1-3 bottles

2%  have 7-10 bottles

8%  have 4-6 bottles

Source:
Stericycle 2019 Drug Takeback Study: Unused  
Prescriptions and the Opioid Epidemic, April 2019.
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We protect what matters.

Learn more at  
Stericycle.com/Takeback2019

http://www.stericycle.com/takeback2019

